
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 24, 2019 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

This Thursday, we celebrate Thanksgiving Day. Besides being a great opportunity to visit with family and 

friends and to eat too much turkey, Thanksgiving invites us to reflect on the many gifts that God has given to us and 

to offer Him fitting thanks for those generous gifts. On Thanksgiving morning at 9am, we will offer Holy Mass as a 

way to give thanks for all the gifts God has given to our parish family. (Remember, “Eucharist” comes for the Greek 

word for “Thanksgiving”!) This 9am Mass will take the place of our normal 7:00am daily Mass. Please join us for 

Holy Mass on this special day of gratitude.  

 

And just after Thanksgiving, we will begin a new liturgical year and enter into the season of Advent.    

Advent is the time to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord—both His coming at Christmas and His coming 

at the end of time to judge the living and the dead. Therefore, it is important that we use Advent to make ourselves 

spiritually ready for the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ. There are three particular spiritual practices that I will 

suggest to make this season of Advent a time of spiritual preparation: 

First, spend extra time in personal prayer every day. If you already spend 15 minutes a day in prayer, 

increase it to 20. Use the extra minutes of prayer to read and meditate on the Gospel that is read at Mass each day. 

These Gospel readings for the day can be found on the front page of our parish website: www.olr-nola.org.  

Second, draw closer to Jesus in the Eucharist. Mass on Sundays is a wonderful and important part of our 

spiritual lives, but it’s just the minimum. Try to commit to coming to Mass more often than just on the weekends. 

Our 7am Mass is a convenient time for many who need to get to work. Or, you can check out www.MassTimes.org 

to see the Mass times at the other churches in the area. And try to join us for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

every Tuesday evening from 6-7pm in church. This is a time for us to sit quietly with Jesus in the Eucharist and 

speak to Him heart-to-heart.  

Third, go to confession. There is no better way to prepare your heart for the Lord’s coming than in the 

sacrament of God’s mercy. We offer confessions here at Our Lady of the Rosary five days out of the week at 

different times each day. But if those times aren’t convenient, check out www.MassTimes.org, they also have the 

confession times for local churches.  

Finally, our parish is providing a free resource to help prepare your heart for these holy seasons of Advent 

and Christmas: an album of Advent and Christmas music by The Vigil Project and short reflections for the season by 

Fr. Dave Pivonka.  Be sure to pick up a copy to help you and your family stay rooted in the meaning of these sacred 

seasons even when it gets busy. Don’t use CDs? No problem – a digital download code is included in the CD 

package, so you can listen to your album on all your devices. You can find these near all the entrances to church.  

 

         To Jesus through Mary, 

  
         Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 

         jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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